“Community Strong: Health, Voices & Action"
A National Health Center Week Community Health Fair & Advocacy Celebration
North End Community Health Committee, Inc.,(d.b.a NEW Health), in partnership with the Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers, will host “ Community Strong: Health, Voices & Action”, a free public community health fair designed to celebrate National Health Center Week while demonstrating the vital role Community Health Centers play in improving health outcomes and advancing health equity.
This highly visible community event will bring together residents, patients, families, community organizations, healthcare providers, and elected officials, including city, state, and federal representatives to showcase the impact of community health centers and the importance of continued investment in accessible, high-quality primary care.
The event will feature health screenings, wellness education, behavioral health resources, food and nutrition programs, children's activities, voter and civic engagement opportunities, patient success stories, and a Community Health Center Advocacy Pavilion. Attendees will have opportunities to meet local leaders, learn how health centers improve the health of neighborhoods, and participate in activities that amplify support for Community Health Centers and the patients they serve.
By combining direct services, community engagement, and advocacy, this event will elevate the voices of patients and providers while fostering greater awareness of the essential role FQHCs play in caring for underserved populations across Massachusetts.
NEW Health expects participation from patients, families, community leaders, local businesses, elected officials, and advocacy partners, making the event a highly visible demonstration of the value Community Health Centers bring to Boston neighborhoods every day.
Key Advocacy and Community Engagement Activities
Community Health Center Advocacy Rally
· Welcome remarks from NEW Health leadership, the Massachusetts League, patients, and elected officials.
· Recognition of National Health Center Week.
· Public statements supporting continued investment in CHCs.

 "Health Center Impact" Interactive Exhibit
· Visual display showing: 
· Number of patients served
· Services provided
· Impact on preventive care
· Economic impact of CHCs
· Patient success stories and testimonials.
 "I Support My Community Health Center" Pledge Wall
· Community members sign support cards.
· Photos shared on social media during National Health Center Week.

 Advocacy Action Center
· Pre-addressed postcards to state and federal legislators.
· QR codes linking to advocacy resources.
· Information on the Community Health Center Caucus and legislative priorities.

Meet Your Elected Officials
· Informal meet-and-greet opportunities with: 
· Mayor
· Governor (or representative)
· State legislators
· City Councilors
· Discussion about community health needs and access to care.
Patient Voices Story Booth
· Patients share brief testimonials about how NEW Health has impacted their lives.
· Stories can be used (with permission) for future advocacy efforts.

· Family Health Fair: Combining health services with advocacy and civic engagement 
· Blood pressure screenings
· Dental education
· Behavioral health resources
· Vision health resources
· Nutrition counseling
· Health Center enrollment of new patients and insurance enrollment assistance

 Kids' Healthy Futures Zone
· Face painting
· Health-themed games
· Nutrition activities
Healthy Community Marketplace
· Food insecurity resources
· SNAP and WIC information
· Distribution of fresh fruits and vegetables

Community Champion Award – “Healthcare Hero” Award
Recipient: Representative Aaron Michlewitz
"Why Community Health Centers Matter" Photo Voice” Display
Youth who have participated in the“Photo Voice” program, a primary public health initiative to prevent gambling compulsive behaviors” will display their photographs that address problematic gambling activities.
Community Partner Village: 
Invitees:
· Mass League – Primary Care Association
· MGH – Affiliated Hospital Partner – High Street Health Center
· BMC- Affiliated Hospital Partner
· NECO- Affiliated School of Optometry
· Public health agencies- Boston Public Health Commission
· Community-based organizations- Kennedy Center, local food pantry
· Housing and social service providers- Bunker Hill Housing Tenants Association
Why This Event Will Appeal to NACHC
This proposal directly supports National Health Center Week goals by:
· Highlighting the impact of Community Health Centers.
· Educating community members and policymakers.
· Elevating patient and provider voices.
· Engaging elected officials in meaningful dialogue.
· Building public awareness and support for CHCs.

